
November 2023
A Special Supplement to

Those Darn Tangled Holiday Lights
Simple tricks to untangle holiday lights

Christmas Card Pictures Done Right
Snap a great Christmas card photo 

NewsPlusNewsPlusNewsPlusNewsPlus
Tri-Community

PHELAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Brought to you by    
the members    
of the

View this section online 
by scanning this code or  @ 
www.phelanchamber.info



November, 2023  •  Phelan Chamber of Commerce • Tri-Community NewsPlus2

Contest open to contestants ages 3-99.  Pictures will not be 
returned and will become property of the Phelan Chamber of 
Commerce, and may be used for display or promotion purposes. 
Contestant's must go to school or live within the Snowline JUSD 
District. Decision of judges is final. Winners will be notified and 
posted on the Phelan Chamber website on 12/13/23 and will be 
featured in the January issue of NewsPlus.

Deadline: December 8, 2023 @ 4:00 p.m.

Contest Rules

DOWNLOAD YOUR 
COLORING BOOK AT:
www.phelanchamber.info

Prizes Will Be Awarded In Each Category:
3-6 years  •  7-12 years  •  13-18 years • 19-99 Years

PHELAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

PhelanChamber.info

MEMBERS
WANTED

GENERAL MEETING & LUNCHEON
Every First Tuesday of the Month

12:00pm @ The Pizza Factory

Calling all 
Santa’s Helpers:

Color your favorite 
picture from our 
Christmas Coloring 
Book, and send it to the     
North Pole for your
chance to win!

Grand Prize
$100

2nd Prize 
$75

3rd Prize
$50

     As we approach the most wonderful time of the year, it brings 
me great joy to introduce the annual "Home For The Holidays" 
community shopping guide, proudly presented by the Phelan 
Chamber of Commerce. It is my hope that this guide helps bring 
the holiday spirit to our community and inspires you to think 
local this holiday season.  It will be available both on the Phelan 
Chambers website and in the November Issue of Tri-Community 
NewsPlus.
     Within its pages, you will find holiday-related articles, 
engaging games and a delightful coloring contest.  It's bound to 
add an extra sprinkle of magic to your holiday season. Moreover, 
our focus remains steadfast in promoting local shopping during 
this special time of year. By supporting our community's 
businesses, we not only spread joy but also strengthen the bonds 
that tie us all together as a community.
     This guide is a testament to the diverse range of businesses 
that make up our wonderful community. It showcases the talent, 
dedication, and passion that Phelan entrepreneurs pour into 
their work. By choosing to shop locally, you're not only finding 
unique, high-quality products, but you're also investing in the 
heart of our town.
     We extend our deepest gratitude to all our Chamber members 
for their unwavering commitment to Phelan, and we encourage 
you to explore the offerings of these remarkable businesses. 
Together, let's make this holiday season truly special and create 
memories that will warm our hearts for years to come.

Warmest regards,

Rebecca Kujawa
President, Phelan Chamber of Commerce
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Happy Holidays From:

Auto
REPAIR

Phelan Express
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The joyous holiday season is 
enhanced by the beautiful 
and festive decorations that 

adorn homes and businesses during 
this special time of year. Twinkling 
lights are part of the holiday 
decorating equation. However, 
tangled lights in storage 
bins and boxes can sap anyone’s 
holiday spirit.

Christmas lights can turn into 
a tangled mess no matter how 
hard people work to avoid such 
an outcome. Christmas lights get 
tangled partly because of their 
design. There is a metal wire inside 
the cord to help with the packaging 
of the lights, which gives the cord 
a natural curve. Furthermore, most 
light cords are made from twisted 
or braided wires that have spaces 
throughout. The lights themselves 
can get snagged in these pockets 
between the wires. 

Although it can be frustrating to 
deal with tangled lights that look 
like balls of yarn in a knitting 
basket, there are ways to untangle 
them with relative ease — and then 
pack them in a way that can reduce 
further tangles.

Begin by plugging all lights into the 
outlet to see if they work. If most 
of the bulbs are burnt out or the 
lights do not go on at all, discard the 
strand. There’s no point untangling 
lights only to learn they don’t work.

Start slowly, beginning on the plug 
end, when untangling the lights. 
Keep the strand you’re working on 
separate from the other lights so 
they do not inadvertently become 
entangled. Tackle this job in a space 
with a lot of room. Lay the lights out 
on a large table or sit on the floor to 

do the untangling.

Utilize a pen or pencil to fish out 
more stubborn snags. This can help 
you loosen any knots and make it 
easier to pull snags through. 

Lay the untangled strands out in a 
safe area away from your working 
space as you work through each 
strand.

One of the ways to avoid the hassle 
of tangled lights is to remember to 
store the lights in ways that will 
reduce their propensity for tangling 
in the first place.

• Rather than wrap lights around 
your hand or arm to condense the 
strand, use something else. A piece 
of cardboard, a hanger and some 
PVC tubing can keep lights from 
becoming tangled.

• Store lights in a zip-top bag to 
keep them from tangling with other 
strands stored together.

• Save the original boxes and return 
the lights to them after each use.

• Icicle lights have hanging strands 
of lights on longer strands, which 
can compound tangling issues. Use 
a rubber band to gather the hanging 
“icicles” together, or use some 
plastic wrap for the same purpose.

• Invest in a cord reel, similar to 
what you might use for a garden 
hose.  Longer light strands or wires 
are stored on such reels, and they 
can be used with Christmas lights.

Patience and care can prevent 
holiday lights from becoming 
tangled.

Simple 
tricks to 
untangle 
holiday 
lights

6

7

ACROSS
  1. Recollections
  4. Accesses
  7. Voyages
 
  

Answers:
Across
1. Memories  4. Taps into  7. Travels 
Down
1. Mantels  2. Oats  3. Savors  5. Paper  6. Nurse

DOWN
  1. Fireplace shelves
  2. Type of grain
  3. Enjoys
  5. Writing sheet
  6. A person who helps
      the sick
 

Rearrange the letters to spell
something pertaining to Christmas trees.

A L E N G

Answer: Angel

6

7

ACROSS
  1. Recollections
  4. Accesses
  7. Voyages
 
  

Answers:
Across
1. Memories  4. Taps into  7. Travels 
Down
1. Mantels  2. Oats  3. Savors  5. Paper  6. Nurse

DOWN
  1. Fireplace shelves
  2. Type of grain
  3. Enjoys
  5. Writing sheet
  6. A person who helps
      the sick
 

Word Scramble Answer: 

Angel

Crossword Puzzle Answers: 

Across:

1. Memories     4. Taps into    7. Travels

Down

1. Mantels    2. Oats    3. Savors    5. Paper  6. Nurse   
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ACCOUNTING

Driscoll and 
Driscoll
10281 Riggins Road
Phelan, CA  92371
626-272-6339
driscollanddriscoll.com/

H&R Block
4083 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-245-7970  

APPLIANCE REPAIR

Yeti Appliance
2828 Duncan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
626-826-0668  

ATTORNEY

Law Offices of 
Vondra & Hanna
3936 Phelan Rd, Ste. A-2
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-4346
InjuryLawyerVictorville.
com

AUTO - REPAIRS & SERVICE

Phelan Express 
Auto Repair and 
Smog
9446 Sheep Creek Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
520-266-9902
phelanexpress.com

AUTO - SALES

Victorville 
Motors, Inc.
14617 Civic Dr
Victorville, CA  92394
760-245-7991
victorvillemotors.com

CHILD CARE

Lilly Bug’s 
Children’s Center
4280 Lindero St
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-6344
lillybugschildrenscenter.com

CHURCH

Shepherds Call 
Baptist Church
10433 Mountain Rd
Pinon Hills, CA  92372
760-991-5542
shepherdscallbc.com

Evergreen 
Lutheran Church
9526 Vinton Rd.
Phelan, CA  92371
760-949-9620
evergreenlutheran.church

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Kiwanis Club 
of the Tri-
Community
PO Box 720390
Pinon Hills, CA  92372
tckiwanis.com

Phelan Pinon 
Hills CERT
1275 State Hwy 2
Wrightwood, CA  92397
760-887-1847  

Mojave Desert 
Air Quality 
Management 
District
14306 Park Ave
Victorville, CA  92392
760-245-1661
mdaqmd.ca.gov

CONTRACTOR - ELECTRICAL

Ewing 
Development
4411 Sunrise Blvd
Phelan, CA  92371
(760) 559-5104

DENTISTRY

Phelan Dentistry 
and Pediatrics
4220 Phelan Road
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-2783  

Michelle 
Marconnette 
DDS Inc.
3936 Phelan Road, Ste A4
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-4600
drmarconnette.com/

EMERGENCY HELP

Rescue Ranger 
Roadside 
Assistance LLC
10354 Nevada Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-662-1987  

HARDWARE

Mills Hardware
3936 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-3335
millshardware.net

HAULING

Ledesma & Sons 
Trucking Inc.
4291 Cholame Road
Phelan, CA  92371
760-964-1558  

HEALTH & WELLNESS

SnSdoTerra
9571 Wintergreen Rd
Pinon Hills, CA  92372
760-559-4751  

Simply Moore 
Natural, LLC
4176 Warbler Road
Phelan, CA  92371
562-351-9667
simplymoorenatural.com

LOCKSMITH

California 
Locksmith
3936 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-220-9089
californialocksmith.com

NEWSPAPER

Tri-Community 
NewsPlus
10631 Valle Vista Road
Phelan, CA  92371
760-662-3945
4newsplus.com

Mountaineer 
Progress 
Newspaper
3407 CA-2
Wrightwood, CA  92397
760-249-3245  

Mother Road 
Enterprises
4468 Phelan Road, Ste B
Phelan, CA  92371
(760) 617-3991

NONPROFIT

The High 
Desert Keepers 
Organization
1876 Vista Road
Pinon Hills, Ca  92372
760-792-7399
highdesertkeepers.org

Phelan Friends 
of the Memorial 
Library
9800 Clovis Road
Phelan, CA  92371
909-202-7015  

Sunset 
Community Little 
League
PO Box 290661
Phelan, CA  92329
909-463-8746
sunsetcll.com

Transition 
Habitat 
Conservancy
1681 Hillview Road
Pinon Hills, CA  92372
760-868-1400
transitionhabitat.org

Pinon Hills 
Chamber
10405 Mountain Road
Pinon Hills, CA  92372 
(760) 868-5801

NOTARY PUBLIC

Oasis Notary
4206 Phelan Road
Phelan, CA  92371
863-899-2829  

PAWN SHOP

BG Pawn Shop
4184 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-609-4243  

SUPPORT OUR
PHELAN 

CHAMBER 
MEMBERS
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PERSONAL PROTECTION 

EQUIPMENT

Sonic Protection, 
LLC
9245 Riggins Road
Phelan, CA  92371
760-221-9356
sonicprotection.com

PHOTOGRAPHY

Rebecca Kujawa
PO Box 721545
Pinon Hills, CA  92372
760-617-1175  

PLUMBING

Daniel Meredith 
Plumbing
11864 Pacific Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-987-6746
facebook.com/
danielmeredithplumbing

PROPANE SERVICES

Phelan Gas 
Company
4590 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-9300
phelangas.com

REAL ESTATE

The Velez/Smith 
Group Inc., 
Powered by 
Keller Williams
4208 Phelan Road
Phelan, CA  92371
866-888-1962  

High Desert Mini 
Homes
4206 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
844-777-1970  

Christi Arnold, 
Realtor Inc.
PO Box 293081
Phelan, CA 92329
760-985-8724
christiarnold.realtor@gmail.com

Erica Nicolai / 
HomeSmart Key 
Realty
16044 Bear Valley Rd Ste 11
Victorville, CA  92395
818-645-2705
homesbyericanicolai.com

RESTAURANT

McDonalds
4015 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-1118
mcdonalds.com/us/en-us/
location/ca/phelan/4015-
phelan-rd/

SUPPORT OUR
PHELAN 

CHAMBER 
MEMBERS

Pizza Factory
3936 Phelan Rd.
Phelan, CA 92371
(760) 868-6543
pizzafactory.com/phelan/

RETAIL - GENERAL

  Broken Anchor 
Military Firearms
4468 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
305-923-2528  

Krooked Arrow 
Boutique/ Lisa 
Alcala  
909-732-4861
Etsy.com/shop/
KrookedarrowBoutique

Daily Bargains
4186 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371

The She Shed 
Boutique
4646 Phelan Rd Unit C
Phelan, CA  92371
760-701-2674  

Creative 
Rubberdux
11035 Barada Road
Victorville, CA  92392
951-255-6962
Creativerubberdux.com

Veteran’s Armory
3936 Phelan Rd.,  B-13
phelan, CA  92371
760-706-8387
veteransarmory.us/

Wrightwood 
Rocks
5995 Cedar St
Wrightwood, CA  92397
760-249-3292
Etsy.com/shop/
WrightwoodRocksYou

Cowgirl dreams n 
bling
2270 Olivera Rd
Pinon Hills, CA  92371
760-475-0712
Cowgirldreamsnbling.com

SCHOOL - CHARTER

Excelsior Charter 
School, Phelan 
Campus
4083A Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-563-3980
excelsior.com/phelan

SCHOOL - PUBLIC

Snowline Joint 
Unified School 
Dist.
4075 Nielson Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-5817
snowlineschools.com

SECURITY - SYSTEMS

Primary 
Cableworks, Inc. 
748 Tamarack Rd
Pinon Hills, CA  92372
760-868-9320
primarycableworksinc.com

TRASH & REFUSE SERVICE

CR&R 
Environmental Inc.
9828 Buckwheat Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
800-336-0396
crrwasteservices.com

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

T-Mobile
4013 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
(442) 936-3137

VETERINARY SERVICES

Country Animal Care
4525 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-2188  

WATER - PROVIDER

Phelan Pinon 
Hills CSD
4176 Warbler Rd
Phelan, CA  92329
760-868-1212
pphcsd.org

Sheep Creek 
Water Company
4200 Sunnyslope Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-3755
sheepcreekwater.com

CHAMBER MEMBERS

  Ken Anderson

Laura Armendariz

Roy Arms

    Workforce 
Development 
Department
290 N. D Street, Suite 600
San Bernardino, CA  92415
800-451-JOBS  

        Oliver Kirkeby
4037 Phelan Road, Ste 
A-219
Phelan, CA  92371

  Know Moore HR 
Consulting
8590 Monte Vista
Phelan, CA  92371
626-595-5122
knowmoorehr.com

  MTDS
4369 Phelan Rd
Phelan, CA  92371
760-868-6395  

    Anthony’s Bakery  
760-900-2932  

   Lori Weston
PO Box 720929
Pinon Hills, CA  92372
760-680-9472
www.LAW9089.com
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Greeting cards are among the 
first signs that the holiday 
season has arrived. Mailboxes 

are filled with cards and email inboxes 
have new messages popping up each 
day wishing others well. Many of these 
greetings feature family photos. 
A Shutterfly poll conducted by Ipsos in 
2021 discovered that, while traditional 
holiday messages are by far the most 
popular missives at 63 percent, younger 
age groups show more interest in other 
types of cards, such as photo cards 
(between 34  and 38 percent depending 
on age group). Forty-one percent of 
people polled prefer to receive photo 
cards. That means holiday well-

wishers may want to brush up on their  
photography skills.
• Keep cards in the back of your 
mind. While the Norman Rockwell-
esque family tableau or a wintry 
Christmas scene is a go-to holiday card, 
any photo-worthy moment throughout 
the year can suffice. Keep a lookout 
for ideas while vacationing or enjoying 
time together as a family.
• Avoid busy prints. Stick to solid 
colors when posing for holiday 
photos; otherwise, recipients’ eyes 
may not know where to look when 
viewing the photo. Photo subjects 
should coordinate, but wardrobes that 
completely match can seem contrived.

• Plan around nap times. If photos 
involve young children, schedule the 
photo shoot to occur when children 
are well-rested and fed. Now may be 
the time to offer kids treats they don’t 
normally get in an effort to reward 
patience and happy smiles.
• Avoid red eye. Proper lighting can 
help avoid the occurrence of “red eye” 
in photographs, which happens  when 
the flash bounces off a wide pupil. 
Asking subjects to look into bright light 
before the photo, or utilizing a camera 
that snaps a small burst of flash before 
the actual flash, can help alleviate this 
problem.
• Embrace candid shots or mixups. 
Some of the funniest and most 
memorable photos are when things 
didn’t go according to plan. A crying 
infant or a parent looking away from 
the lens may not be magazine worthy, 
but don’t be so quick to discard those 
less-than-perfect snaps.

• Zoom in tight and cropped. Card 
recipients want to look at you and not 
the surroundings. Avoid landscape 
shots on holiday cards, and be sure to 
focus on the subjects’ faces as much as 
possible.
• Angle correctly for flattering 
photos. Adjust your body posture to 
look your best. Turn the lower half of 
your body to the side and then adjust 
the upper half to move slightly toward 
the camera to appear more svelte. 
Position the camera lens at eye level or 
above to avoid double chins in photos.
• Show off your sense of humor. You 
can show friends and family you like 
to laugh by posing in funny ways or by 
mimicking pop culture references in 
your photo cards. Recreate childhood 
photos of yore, or imitate photos from 
album covers or movie posters.
Relax and have fun with holiday 
greeting cards. Plan outfits, watch 
lighting and catch kids at the right time 
to create memorable cards.

   Snap a great  
Christmas card photo

 Y  I  E  R  Y  F  V  R  W  F  B  W  S  K  V  M  M  Y  P  I
 G  C  D  I  T  F  O  I  U  R  E  A  Y  F  A  J  D  D  N  P
 O  K  C  A  D  F  B  D  F  D  N  E  C  M  I  T  J  Y  N  U
 G  R  W  T  S  B  L  C  O  T  O  R  P  K  W  S  D  H  A  H
 A  F  S  O  U  G  N  Y  A  R  E  L  K  U  G  A  J  G  U  S
 O  O  A  S  R  W  P  E  I  E  W  E  P  N  W  D  R  J  G  G
 L  E  G  N  V  K  I  R  R  N  V  C  I  H  O  W  E  D  H  
 T  D  L  P  N  B  S  T  F  E  G  K  F  V  G  I  E  D  T  
 Y  R  S  O  I  O  F  H  I  K  C  R  J  I  T  N  D  V  Y  
 M  T  S  D  P  J  B  L  O  O  Y  O  F  E  M  T  N  A  U  
 F  N  B  A  B  H  E  P  T  P  A  T  M  C  J  E  I  V  F  
 H  R  T  G  M  B  T  S  K  T  S  A  G  I  E  R  E  E  L  N
 O  S  S  S  G  T  W  R  H  T  Y  R  C  N  I  G  R  K  H  D
 O  B  T  C  H  D  S  G  O  K  W  A  D  A  Y  W  D  A  L  D
 S  S  O  R  R  G  I  I  P  N  Y  E  N  M  I  H  C  L  Y  J
 U  H  O  A  T  N  I  U  R  A  E  Y  Y  R  S  L  Y  F  T  V
 A  C  B  G  D  O  D  E  Y  H  L  L  A  K  H  D  J  W  H  J
 L  L  U  I  A  B  Y  E  L  L  C  T  V  K  Y  F  N  O  U  L
 C  M  M  F  E  O  T  S  O  S  R  M  G  E  T  H  V  N  U  M
 C  R  A  U  Y  B  E  J  M  W  D  S  G  G  S  V  E  S  V  U

 Y  I  E  R  Y  F  V  R  W  F  B  W  S  K  V  M  M  Y  P  I
 G  C  D  I  T  F  O  I  U  R  E  A  Y  F  A  J  D  D  N  P
 O  K  C  A  D  F  B  D  F  D  N  E  C  M  I  T  J  Y  N  U
 G  R  W  T  S  B  L  C  O  T  O  R  P  K  W  S  D  H  A  H
 A  F  S  O  U  G  N  Y  A  R  E  L  K  U  G  A  J  G  U  S
 O  O  A  S  R  W  P  E  I  E  W  E  P  N  W  D  R  J  G  G
 L  E  G  N  V  K  I  R  R  N  V  C  I  H  O  W  E  D  H  D
 T  D  L  P  N  B  S  T  F  E  G  K  F  V  G  I  E  D  T  R
 Y  R  S  O  I  O  F  H  I  K  C  R  J  I  T  N  D  V  Y  A
 M  T  S  D  P  J  B  L  O  O  Y  O  F  E  M  T  N  A  U  E
 F  N  B  A  B  H  E  P  T  P  A  T  M  C  J  E  I  V  F  B
 H  R  T  G  M  B  T  S  K  T  S  A  G  I  E  R  E  E  L  N
 O  S  S  S  G  T  W  R  H  T  Y  R  C  N  I  G  R  K  H  D
 O  B  T  C  H  D  S  G  O  K  W  A  D  A  Y  W  D  A  L  D
 S  S  O  R  R  G  I  I  P  N  Y  E  N  M  I  H  C  L  Y  J
 U  H  O  A  T  N  I  U  R  A  E  Y  Y  R  S  L  Y  F  T  V
 A  C  B  G  D  O  D  E  Y  H  L  L  A  K  H  D  J  W  H  J
 L  L  U  I  A  B  Y  E  L  L  C  T  V  K  Y  F  N  O  U  L
 C  M  M  F  E  O  T  S  O  S  R  M  G  E  T  H  V  N  U  M
 C  R  A  U  Y  B  E  J  M  W  D  S  G  G  S  V  E  S  V  U

BEARD
BELIEVE
BOOTS

CHIMNEY
CHRISTMAS
CLAUS
ELVES
FLYING
GIFTS
JOLLY

MIDNIGHT
NAUGHTY
NICE

NORTH POLE
REINDEER
RUDOLPH
SANTA
SLEIGH

SNOWFLAKE
STOCKINGS

TOYS
TREE

WINTER
WORKSHOP

Santa’s Word Search
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Calendars tend to be full 
during the period between 
Thanksgiving and New 

Year’s Day. In addition to school 
concerts, work parties, shopping 
excursions, and tree lighting 
ceremonies, family gatherings are a 
great way to spread a bit of holiday 
cheer. Hosting for the holidays 
typically requires having foods and 
beverages on hand to keep guests 
jolly.
As most home cooks can attest, 
inspiration can fizzle when trying 
to come up with familiar flavors 
that will appeal to guests and offer 
that touch of “wow” when plated. 
“Pomodori Farciti all’Erbette” is an 
Italian dish of stuffed tomatos with 
herbs. Although tomatoes are a New 
World food, and were a favorite of 
Mesoamerican people since at least 
AD 700, explorers brought tomatoes 
back to Europe and they became 
quite popular there, especially in the 
cuisine of Mediterranean nations 
where tomatoes grew readily. Today 
they are enjoyed the across the globe 
and are an important component of 
many recipes.
Holiday entertainers can whip up 
this recipe for “Pomodori Farciti 
all’Erbette,” courtesy of “Tasting 
History” (Simon Element) by Max 
Miller with Ann Volkwein, for a 
tasty offering. Holiday celebrants 
may be happy to see that the red 
tomatoes with green herbs in the 
dish fit right in with their holiday 
decor color scheme!

Pomodori Farciti 
all’Erbette
Makes 6 to 8 servings

1/2 cup finely chopped fresh Italian
   parsley
1⁄2 cup finely chopped yellow or 
   white onion
1⁄4 cup finely chopped fresh sorrel 
   (or substitute arugula or spinach 
 with a squeeze of lemon)
4 ounces prosciutto
2 tablespoons finely chopped 
 fresh mint
 Salt
 Freshly ground black pepper
8 ounces Provatura cheese 
 (or fresh mozzarella)
3  large egg yolks
6  to 8 medium fresh tomatoes
2  or 3 tablespoons extra-virgin 
olive oil
    Ham broth or crusty bread, if 
desired, for serving

1. Preheat the oven to 350 F.

2. Mix the parsley, onion, sorrel, 
and mint together in a medium 
bowl. Tear the prosciutto into small 
pieces, then mix into the herbs and 
add salt and pepper to taste. Grate 
the cheese into the mixture, then add 
the egg yolks and mix together to 
form a paste.

3. Slice off the tops of the tomatoes 
and scoop out the inside with a 
spoon, discarding the tops and 
insides of the tomatoes. Stuff the 
hollow tomatoes with the herb 
mixture until full but not packed too 
tightly. The filling should be flush 
with the top of the tomato.

4. Add enough olive oil to cover the 
bottom of an oven-save frying pan 
and set over medium heat. Pan-fry 
the tomatoes, bottom down, for 2 to 
3 minutes, then use tongs to quickly 
flip them over and to prevent the 
filling from falling out. Pan-fry 
top down for 2 to 3 minutes. Then 
place the frying pan into the oven 
and bake for 10 minutes. Remove 
the pan from the oven and serve 
hot. The original recipe says these 
can be served with a ham broth, but 
they also can be served with a bit of 
crusty Italian bread, if desired.
Cook’s note: The quantities of the 
herbs and onion can be modified 
to suit your preference.

Enjoy this 
traditional 
herbed 
dish when 
holiday 
hosting
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Answer: Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good night!

Solve the code to discover the phrase related to Christmas.
Each number corresponds to a letter.

(Hint: 20 = A)

14  15  9  9  10   19  5  9  2  13  7  14  20  13

7  24   20  8  8     20  21  18   7  24   20  8  8   

20   12  24  24  18   21  2  12  5  7!  
 

            
 

Crypto Fun Answer: 

Merry Christmas to all, and to 
all a good night!

Holiday Maze Key: Santa's Word Search Key From Page 7: 


